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Dusseldorf, April 15, 2009

Cooperation agreement signed by Hebei Iron & Steel Group
and SMS Siemag AG

Hebei Iron & Steel Group Co. Ltd., China, have signed a strategy
agreement for the supply of spare parts and after-sales services with
SMS Siemag, a company of the SMS group, Germany.

The Hebei Iron & Steel Group was founded on June 30, 2008. It had
a total production capacity of 31 million t of steel in 2008 and is thus

China's No. 1 and the world's fifth largest steel producer.

Based on the excellent and longstanding cooperation between
Hebei Iron & Steel Group's subsidiaries and SMS Siemag, the
present cooperation agreement is designed to optimize the Group's
production reliability in world markets.

(12 lines with max. 55 letters)

SMS group is, under the roof of the holding SMS GmbH, a group of companies inter-
nationally active in plant construction and mechanical engineering for the steel and
nonferrous metals industry. It consists of the two Business Areas SMS Siemag and
SMS Meer, which jointly form SMS metallurgy. In 2008, some 8,400 employees world-
wide generated a turnover of more than EUR 3.5 bn.



